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and all Asia Minor westward of the Halys, with the exception
of Lycia? owned the supremacy of Sardis, the capital of
Lydia, which never again shrank back Into its original
dimensions.
" The language, so far as can be judged from its scanty
remains, was Indo-European, and was more closely related
to the western than to the eastern branch of the family. The
race was probably a mixed one consisting of aborigines and
Aryan immigrants. It was characterised by industry and a
commercial spirit, and before the Persian conquest, by bravery
as well."1
" The religion of the Lydians resembled that of the other
civilised nations of Asia Minor. It was a Nature-worship,
which at times became wild and sensuous. By the side of
the supreme god Medeus stood the sun-god Attys, as in
Phrygia, the chief object of the popular cult. He was at once
the son and bridegroom of Cybele or Cybebe, the mother of
the gods.*..Like the Semitic Tammuz or Adonis, he was the
beautiful youth who had mutilated himself in a moment of
frenzy or despair, and whose temple was served by eunuch
priests. Or again, he was the dying snn-god, slain by the
winter, and mourned by Cybebe, as Adonis was by Aphrodite
in the old niyth which the Greeks had borrowed from
Phoenicia.''52
Cybebe became " the mother of Asia/1 and at Ephesus,
where she was adored under the form of a meteoric stone,
was identified with the Greek Artemis, " The priestesses by
whom she was served were depicted in early art as armed with
the double-headed axe, and the dances they performed in her
honour with shield and bow gave rise to the myths which saw
in  them the  Amazons, a nation of woonan-warriors......The
prostitution whereby the Lydian  girls gained their dowries
1 Ibid, Vol. II p. w*
1 Ibid, p* 424^
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